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English Rescue by Jennifer:
[Language and Culture |
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Hot Topics — Guns in America

With a change in administration and a wave of executive orders, federal court challenges are
happening at multiple levels. To help make sense of this system, this year we’re focusing on the
U.S. Constitution, its amendments, and key Supreme Court cases that have shaped how laws
are interpreted and how Americans understand their rights.

So far, we've covered the U.S. Constitution, including its 27 amendments, the system of
checks and balances, the seven articles that establish the government, and key principles
such as Judicial Review, Amendments 5 and 14, and Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board
of Education.

Recent seemingly politically motivated shootings of Charlie Kirk, a right-wing political activist
and media figure and Melissa Hortman, a longtime Democratic state lawmaker in Minnesota,
along with her husband have
sparked discussions about
guns in society. This month we
will provide a brief outline about
the history of the role of guns in
America. Photo: American Revolution Institute

Over a year before the signing of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, the
first battle of the Revolutionary War had been fought on April 19, 1775. It began when British
soldiers tried to take weapons from colonial militias, and local colonists fought back, starting
the war for independence.

During the Revolutionary War, guns played a key role in helping the colonies win independence
from Britian. Colonial militias, made up of ordinary citizens, used their personally owned muskets
and rifles to fight British troops. These early victories showed that armed citizens could stand
up to a powerful army. Because of this, the founders believed an armed people were essential
to protect freedom.

The War for Independence was fought from 1775 to 1783 between Great Britain. The new
American government began to be built from the ground up and the Constitution was signed
on September 17, 1787.

Gun rights were included in the Constitution (specially the 2" Amendment) because the
founding fathers wanted to protect the ability of citizens to defend themselves. They remembered
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how armed militias helped win independence from Britain and believed that an armed population
was necessary to protect freedom and prevent government tyranny.

The 2" Amendment reads:

“A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people
to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.”

The conservative interpretation of the 2" Amendment emphasizes that it protects
an individual’s right to own and carry guns. Conservatives argue that this right exists
separately from service in a militia and is meant to allow citizens to defend themselves,
their families, and their property, as well
as to resist government overreach if

necessary. i
Mass shooting deaths are up no matter what data you use

Deaths per year in mass shootings, according to Stanford University's

The liberal interpretation of the 2"  Mass Shootingsin America project
Amendment emphasizes that the right to
bear arms is tied to service in a “well
regulated militia”. Liberals often argue
that the amendment does not guarantee
unlimited individual gun ownership and
that government regulation of firearms is
allowed to protect public safety.

200

150

50

Until some agreement is reached about
public safety and the 2"¢ Amendment, we !
may see more mass shootings and political
murders.

1966 ‘70 ‘80 ‘90 2000 ‘10 ‘16

FiveThirtyEight SOURCE: MASS SHOOTINGS IN AMERICA

* https://www.thetrace.org/2025/06/gun-history-america-timeline-supreme-court/

» https://www.nraila.org/what-is-the-second-amendment-and-how-is-it-defined/

* https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-2/
 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2024/07/24/key-facts-about-americans-and-guns/

~Jennifer Swanson 7A 74—/l ~
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