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Japanese New
Year Celebration
i Washington
Study Japanese in Arlington, ZzAWEIFEE, VS0 HARBER. VOV HAR LS 3t

7RV AEREHAEAMGE ®RiE

Co-hosted by Study Japanese in Arlington, Tanpopogakuen, Washington Japanese Language School, JCAW
(Japan Commerce Association of Washington, D.C.)

Supportd by Embassy of Japan in the United States of America

20264E1H25H (H) i1 1~ 3IF « January 25, 2026 (Sun), 11am to 3pm

bl George Mason University Mason Square (Arlington Campus)

Y~y 7 +Ma
7 P Venue 3351 Fairfax Dr, Arlington, VA 22201

AP N=V=FRI LTRSS T T 7R
Just a 5-minute walk from Virginia Square Metro Station—convenient location!

REPNTBEHGAR—2ZFD  $10/H SEZICH EEEH AR —2GH D (HIEH I35R)
Parking spaces available on campus: $10/day. Additionally, street parking is available
nearby (free on Sundays).

Ry O AGARLFBIRD ABHIW], No pets allowed except service animals.
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Admission i5eD-Pre-sale | H-Same Day Admission Ticket Purchase Portal

KA Adult $16 $21 https://secure.acceptiva.com/?cst=hmbtgz
FREA2ELTS) kBB LIILOTREDEERTOET,

Children 12 $6 $11 The fee includes a $1 processing charge.

and under
FHE(ERLT)

Children 6 Free Free BiEWEDHE « Contact:

and under

oY b HARBTRHEH - JCAW Office | office@jcaw.org
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In addition to the popular Shishimaidance from last year, we are
pleased to present a Japanese taiko drum performance.

We are also planning to feature a game corner where you can
experience traditional Japanese games, a food court where you can
purchase light meals, and Japanese sweets for sale.

<!Cashless Payment!> Payment for toys, snacks, refreshments, etc.
is cashless only.
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2 %: AMED Washington, D.C. Office
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ﬂ 1920 L Street, NW, Suite 303, Washington, D.C. 20036
202-804-4056 8 contact_dc@amed.go.jp

www.amed.go.jp/aboutus/washingtonDC.html
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English Rescue by Jennifer:
[Language and Culture |
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Hot Topics — Famous Christmas Songs

In 2025, with a change in administration and a wave of executive orders, federal court
challenges are happening at multiple levels. To help make sense of this system, this year we
focused on the U.S. Constitution, its amendments, and key Supreme Court cases that have
shaped how laws are interpreted and how Americans understand their rights.

We covered the U.S. Constitution, including its 27 amendments, the system of checks and
balances, the seven articles that establish the government, and key principles such as Judicial
Review, Amendments 2, 5 and 14, and Plessy v. Ferguson and Brown v. Board of Education,
and the Citizens United Case of 2010 plus 2 related cases related to a women’s rights to make
her own medical decisions.

I'd like to finish 2025 on a lighter note by introducing a few classic Christmas songs! I'm
sure you know a lot of them, but maybe you don’t know the history or meaning behind the
songs.

Starting the day after Thanksgiving, 97.1FM plays Christmas music 24/7 to get us in the
spirit of Christmas!

Here are three of the most popular oldies:

“White Christmas” is an Irving Berlin song, reminiscing about an old-fashioned Christmas
setting released in 1942. Irving Berlin was born Israel Beilin in modern day Belarus
and immigrated to the US with his family in 1893. The Berlins were one of hundreds of
thousands of other Jewish families who emigrated to the United States in the late 1800s
and early 1900s, escaping discrimination, poverty and brutal massacres of Jews in Eastern
Europe. Yes! That’s right! The most famous Christmas song ever was written by a Jew!
According to the Guinness Book of World Records, the version sung by Bing Crosby is the
world’s best-selling single with estimated sales in excess of 50 million copies worldwide.
Growing up outside of Los Angeles, | always dreamed of a White Christmas and after
moving to VA, my dream came true in 2002 when we had snow on Christmas Day! But the
odds are against having a white Christmas in DC, only 10% of Christmases have had snow
on the ground.

Watch and listen to White Christmas here!
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“I'll Be Home for Christmas” is a Christmas song written by the lyricist Kim Gannon and
composer Walter Kent and recorded in 1943 by Bing Crosby. The song is sung from the point
of view of a soldier stationed overseas during World War Il, writing a letter to his family. In
the message, he tells the family he will be coming home and to prepare the holiday for him,
and requests snow, mistletoe and presents on the tree. The song ends on a melancholy note,
with the soldier saying, “I'll be home for Christmas, if only in my dreams.” Christmas is often
touted as the “most wonderful time of the year” but for many people, it is a bitter-sweet time
to remember loved ones who have passed and family and friends we are separated from. In
fact, with the current political climate, many families are separated along political lines, making
family get-togethers stressful and sometimes unpleasant. It's important to remember that
Christmas is not all parties and fun for all people.

Watch I'll be Home for Christmas here

“‘Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” is a song written in 1943 by Hugh Martine and
Ralph Blane and performed by Judy Garland in the 1944 musical Meet Me in St. Louis.
In the movie, Garland’s Esther Smith sings “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas” after
returning home from a Christmas Eve ball and finding her brokenhearted young sister Tootie
(Margaret O’Brien) grappling with the family’s impending post-holiday move, which was
about to force them to leave behind their happy life in St. Louis for unknown territory in New
York. A song that is both happy and sad at the same time also translates very easily into
recognizing the reality of the holidays for many people.

Watch Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas here

Merry Christmas to all who celebrate!

More information can be found on these links:

* https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2024/12/19/dc-maryland-virginia-white-christmas/
* https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/holidays/christmas-ideas/g2680/christmas-songs/

~Jennifer Swanson 7AJ4—)L ~

ARICT7TEEEDIC. SREBREORELFL. BRARETHEL-RBREZEH
L. BRETKEXRFZHEE. BRIGRFEM, ERAARANCEEL VA OM, KEAIZH

BIHAD, BATOIESELREBREEIC, “FBET—IT [FLHTHOTOEFLTR
b SERWEE(EHEENE  Jennifer Swanson/PEEFR Z (E)NEHIR. 2 HEMDELL
RELYAVERELTVET,

jenniferswanson.org
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