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English Rescue by Jennifer:
[Language and Culture |
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Hot Topics — America’s 250th Anniversary and National Parks

The 250th anniversary of the United States in 2026 offers an opportunity to reflect on the
nation’s history, ideals, and shared heritage. The National Park Service plays an important
role in preserving the landscapes, historic sites, and monuments connected to America’s
founding and development—from Revolutionary War battlefields to civil rights landmarks.
During this anniversary year, national parks provide meaningful places for Americans and
international visitors alike to learn about the country’s past while recognizing the importance
of protecting these sites for future generations.

In this series, we are highlighting national parks that commemorate important chapters of
American history. Last month we explored Yellowstone National Park and its significance in
the creation of the national park system, as well as Independence National Historical Park,
where key events in the nation’s founding took place.

Great Smoky Mountains National Park

This month we turn our attention to Great Smoky pwwwm
Mountains National Park, established in 1934 to
protect the forests, wildlife, and cultural heritage of the
southern Appalachian region. Long before the park
was created, the land was home to the Cherokee
people, who lived in the area for centuries. In the
early 20th century, extensive logging threatened the
region’s forests, prompting conservationists and local
communities to advocate for protection. Through
public donations and federal support, large areas of
land were eventually preserved and designated as
a national park. Today, Great Smoky Mountains National Park is known for its remarkable
biodiversity, scenic landscapes, and historic mountain communities, and it is the most visited
national park in the United States.

Visitors to the park can enjoy a wide range of outdoor activities. With more than 800 miles
of hiking trails—including sections of the Appalachian Trail—the park offers opportunities to
explore forests, mountains, and streams. Scenic drives such as Newfound Gap Road provide
sweeping views of the surrounding landscape. Popular destinations like Cades Cove feature
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preserved cabins and churches from early Appalachian communities, while trails to waterfalls
such as Laurel Falls highlight the park’s natural beauty. Wildlife—including black bears, deer,
and wild turkeys—is also commonly seen throughout the park.

The park also offers insight into the culture and
history of the Appalachian Mountains region.
For generations, communities in these mountains
developed distinct traditions shaped by Native
American heritage and by settlers from Scotland,
Ireland, and Germany. These influences contributed
to the region’s unique music, storytelling, crafts, and
mountain culture—traditions that remain an important
part of Appalachian identity today.

» https://www.nps.gov/grsm/learn/historyculture/index.htm#:~:text=The%20mountains %20
have%20had%20a,enrollees%20in%20the%2020th%20century

» https://www.nps.gov/grsm/planyourvisit/basicinfo.htm

» https://historycollection.com/appalachian-culture-explained-in-40-facts/

~ Jennifer Swanson 7A 74— )L~
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