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INFORMATION & CULTURE CENTER

; SASAKAWA USA

w— Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA

Sasakawa Peace Foundation USA and
The Japan Information & Culture Center, Embassy of Japan present

Recapturing Happiness

The Enduring Spirit of Ishinomaki

Late January to Mid March, 2024

Japan Information and Culture Center

Embassy of Japan . o
1150 18th Street NW Keisuke Hirai

Washington DC, 20036 PHOTO EXHIBITION

Have a question? Contact Sasakawa USA at kishidate@spfusa.org Free and open to all
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Following the Great East Japan Earthquake on March 11, 2011, Mr.
Keisuke Hirai travelled to Ishinomaki city in Miyagi prefecture to
begin documenting the disaster-struck area. What began as a
trip to capture recovery efforts taking place in Ishinomaki turned
into a photo project capturing moments of joy within the city’s
community despite the incomprehensible adversities that
confronted them. This photo exhibition tells the personal stories
of the residents of Ishinomaki in the years after 3.11, capturing
the resilience of the human spirit, the joy of community, and the
moments of happiness that persisted even in times of darkness.

What has also emerged following the disaster is a strengthening
of the U.S.-Japan alliance by initiatives such as Operation
TOMODACHI, a joint humanitarian assistance effort by Japan and
the U.S. to respond to the catastrophic effects of the earthquake,
tsunami, and resulting nuclear accident. Not only are bilateral
relations with respect to defense, trade, and diplomacy closer
than ever before, but the countless personal relationships
formed between the two countries also demonstrate the tightly
intertwined nature of the relationship. This exhibition reminds us
of the value of community and the happiness that shines
through even in dark times when we come together, be it as
family, neighbors, or allies.
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Hot Topics — American sports

With the excitement of Super Bowl! LVIII, and the thrilling news that Shohei Ohtani signed with
my hometown Dodgers, | decided to focus on popular sports in 2024. But first a note: in case
you are new to this JCAW column, in the past few years, | have spotlighted famous American
speeches, poems, podcasts and others. Back issues can be found on the JCAW website.

Sports play a crucial role in American culture. Traditionally, baseball held the title of the
“national sport,” but in recent decades, American football has taken the lead in terms of TV
viewership. Basketball gained popularity in the 1980s, while ice hockey and soccer joined the
mainstream sports scene around the early 2000s. We will explore the sports in that order.

History: American professional football originated in the late 1800s as a college sport, with the
first game played in 1869 between Princeton and Rutgers resembling soccer. Harvard students
later developed a game combining soccer and rugby, leading to the establishment of football
rules in 1876 by representatives from Harvard, Princeton, Yale, and Columbia universities.

Walter Camp, a Yale coach, played a pivotal role in distinguishing American football from
rugby, introducing the 11-man team, the line of scrimmage, and the system of downs. The
inaugural professional football game occurred in 1895, and in 1920, professional teams formed
what would become the National Football League (NFL). The NFL incorporated the American
Football League in 1970, and since 1967, the Super Bowl has featured the top two teams at the
end of each season.

Rules: A football game begins with a kickoff as the
kicking team launches the ball to the receiving team.
The receiving team’s player catches the ball and
attempts to advance towards the kicking team’s goal
line. The kicking team aims to stop the ballcarrier by
tackling or pushing them out of bounds.

After a tackle, the game resumes from the spot
where the ballcarrier was stopped. The line of
scrimmage separates the two teams, and the
offense and defense take turns playing. The offense,
led by the quarterback, aims to score by moving the
ball through running or passing plays. The defense works to prevent scoring through tackles,
interceptions, or forcing the offense into a safety.

The offense has four downs (or chances) to move the ball at least 10 yards. Successful
advancement grants another four downs. Touchdowns score six points, and extra points
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follow, with kicking or running/passing into the end
zone earning additional points. If the offense doesn’t
score a touchdown, a field goal is worth three points.

Defensive scores include touchdowns from
recovering a dropped ball, intercepting a pass, or a
safety by trapping the offense in their end zone for
two points.

Why is football so popular? American
football's popularity in the US can be attributed to
its deeply ingrained cultural tradition, especially
at the college level, where intense rivalries and
longstanding traditions captivate a passionate fan base. (This reminds me of the high school
baseball championship in Japan.) Extensive media coverage, notably the widely watched
Super Bowl, plays a pivotal role, ensuring broad accessibility and widespread attention. The
sport’s communal nature, emphasized by tailgating and social gatherings, fosters a sense of
community among fans. The strategic and physical elements of the game, coupled with the
rise of fantasy football and sports betting, contribute to its enduring appeal. Additionally, youth
and school programs introduce the sport early on, cultivating a lifelong connection to football.
In essence, the combination of cultural significance, media exposure, major events, community
engagement, strategic appeal, and youth involvement has solidified American football as a
prominent and enduring part of the American sports landscape.

A Game of fighting for territory: American football is unique in its structure and strategy,
involving both offensive and defensive plays aimed at gaining territory on the field. The objective
is to advance the ball into the opponent’s end zone to score points. While American football is a
prominent example of a sport with territorial objectives, it is not the only one in the United States.

Lacrosse, another sport with Native American origins, also shares similarities in terms of
territorial play. In lacrosse, teams compete to score goals by shooting a ball into the opponent’s
goal, which is defended by a goalie. The movement of the ball across the field involves strategic
passing, ball possession, and defensive plays that contribute to gaining or defending territory.

Since many Japanese people tell me they don’t understand football rules, here is a video that
briefly explains is: https://youtu.be/3t6hM5tRIfA?si=UPjdeWrcL5yZzT_bG

~ Jennifer Swanson 7A74— )L~
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