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English Rescue by Jennifer:
[Language and Culture |
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Hot Topics — America’s 250th Anniversary and National Parks

The 250th anniversary of the United States in 2026 offers an opportunity to reflect on the
nation’s history, ideals, and shared heritage. The National Park Service plays an important role
in preserving the landscapes, historic sites, and monuments connected to America’s founding
and development—from Revolutionary War battlefields to civil rights landmarks. During this
anniversary year, national parks provide meaningful places for Americans and international
visitors alike to learn about the country’s past while recognizing the importance of protecting
these sites for future generations.

In this series, we are highlighting national parks that commemorate important chapters of
American history. So far, we have explored Yellowstone NP (Wyoming), Independence
National Historical Park (Philadelphia), Great Smoky Mountains NP - home of the
Cherokee people and Appalachian Mountains and culture, Saguaro NP (outside of Tucson,
Arizona), Biscayne NP (South Florida) and Lewis and Clark National Historical Park.

This month, we focus on civil rights landmarks and National Park Service sites in
honor of the Juneteenth and Independence Day holidays, celebrating the continuing
journey toward freedom for all.

Juneteenth: Celebrating Freedom and America’s Continuing Story

June 19, or Juneteenth, commemorates one of
the most significant moments in American history. On
June 19, 1865, Union General Gordon Granger arrived
in Galveston, Texas, and announced that all enslaved
people in Texas were free under General Order No.
3. Although President Abraham Lincoln had issued
the Emancipation Proclamation more than two years
earlier, freedom could not be enforced in Texas until
Union troops arrived after the Civil War. Since then, ) .
Juneteenth has become a day to celebrate freedom, f reenactment of "the moment of freedom

o i . : or the Washington family at Booker T.
resilience, and the ongoing pursuit of equality. In 2021, Washington National Monument in Virginia.
Juneteenth was officially recognized as a United Photo courtesy of nps.gov
States federal holiday.
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The National Park Service preserves many of the places that help tell the story of slavery,
emancipation, Reconstruction, and the long struggle for civil rights. These sites invite visitors
to explore the experiences of those who fought for freedom and the generations who worked
to build a more just nation.
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Among these important places is Reconstruction
Era National Historical Park in South Carolina,
which interprets the transformative years following the
Civil War, when newly freed African Americans sought
education, economic opportunity, voting rights, and
full citizenship. Fort Monroe National Monument
in Virginia, known as “Freedom’s Fortress,” marks
the site where thousands of enslaved people sought
refuge behlnd. U|.'1|on IlneS, helping E)ave th.e We.ly Areenac{}neni of “the moment of freedom”
toward emancipation. Nicodemus National Historic ;. .. Washington family at Booker T.
Site in Kansas preserves the only remaining all-Black  washington National Monument in Virginia.
town established during Reconstruction by formerly Photo courtesy of nps.gov
enslaved people seeking new opportunities in the
American West. Visitors can also explore Booker T. Washington National Monument in
Virginia, the birthplace of the influential educator who was born into slavery and became one
of the nation’s leading voices for education and advancement.

As America commemorates its 250th anniversary, Juneteenth reminds us that the nation’s
history is both complex and inspiring. The ideals of liberty and equality expressed in the
Declaration of Independence have been expanded through the courage and perseverance of
generations of Americans. By preserving these places and sharing their stories, the National
Park Service helps visitors better understand the challenges, achievements, and continuing
journey toward “a more perfect Union.”

Learn More About Juneteenth

» National Park Service — Juneteenth National Independence Day
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/npscelebrates/juneteenth.htm

* Juneteenth: A Celebration of Freedom
https://www.nps.gov/articles/juneteenth-origins.htm

National Park Service Sites

» Reconstruction Era National Historical Park (South Carolina)
Learn About Reconstruction Era National Historical Park
Fort Monroe National Monument

Nicodemus National Historic Site

Booker T. Washington National Monument

~Jennifer Swanson 7AJ4—)L ~
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