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Report on the 10th Junior Japan Bowl

Noriko Otsuka, J-LEARN Fox Mill ES

The 10th Junior Japan Bowl (J2B), a competition for Japanese language and culture for
elementary and middle school students across the United States, was held online via Zoom
on Friday, April 24, 2026. The event was also livestreamed on YouTube. Approximately 600
students from 27 schools in 11 states participated, with the support of 53 Japanese language
teachers. We are pleased to inform you that the event concluded with great success.

J2B is planned and organized over the course of nearly a year by volunteers from J-LEARN,
a Japanese language education advocacy organization composed mainly of K-16 Japanese
language teachers and parents in the Mid-Atlantic Association of Teachers of Japanese
(MAATJ) region. The purpose of the event is to provide elementary and middle school
students who are studying Japanese across the United States with a safe, enjoyable, and
meaningful learning opportunity, while helping broaden the Japanese language learner’s
base. It also aims to deepen students’ interests and understanding of Japan by providing
them to engage with aspects of the Japanese language and culture that may not be covered
in regular school curricula.

This year’s topics included greetings, expressions, proverbs, and kanji in the language
category, as well as natural disasters and disaster preparedness in the geography category.
The disaster preparedness theme was designed to help students develop an awareness of
how to protect themselves when visiting Japan in the future. In the history category, students
learned about Japan’s origins and cultural background through topics such as the Jomon, Yayoi,
Kofun, Asuka, Nara, and Heian periods. In the culture and industry category, students gain a
deeper understanding of Japanese food culture based on learning rice cultivation that began in
the Yayoi period, and then developed to current Japanese rice and rice-based products.
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J2B places great importance on diversity, equity, and inclusion. Participation is free, and
study materials such as Google Slides study guides and Kahoot activities are made publicly
available. These resources help reduce the burden on teachers while creating an environment
in which students can learn independently and enjoyably. In addition, free study sessions and
software practice sessions are offered before the competition so that participants can take part
with confidence.

This event was made possible through the generous support of many organizations and
individuals, including the Embassy of Japan in the United States, the Japanese Commerce
Association of Washington, D.C., the Japan-America Society of Washington, D.C., the Japan
Foundation Los Angeles, as well as numerous Japan-related organizations, companies, and
individual supporters. We would also like to express our sincere gratitude to the teachers and
families who helped make student participation possible.

Finally, as this year marked the 10th anniversary of the Junior Japan Bowl, messages of
encouragement were shared by alumni who participated in the very first competition. Their
words, shaped by their continued Japanese language learning, served as a powerful source
of inspiration for the current students and helped encourage their motivation to keep learning.
Going forward, we will continue to listen carefully to the voices of all those involved and strive
to make the event even more meaningful. We hope that the Junior Japan Bowl! will continue
to grow as a place that nurtures children’s enthusiasm for learning Japanese and serves as a
bridge between Japan and the United States for the next generation.

2026 Star Schools

Dunsmore Elementary School, CA James Cooper Middle School, VA

Wilson Elementary School, HI Brown Barge Middle School, FL

Richmond Elementary School, OR Arts Impact Middle School, OH

Presidio Middle School, CA Langston Hughes Middle School, VA

Jane Addams Junior High School, IL Elkins Pointe Middle School, GA

Fox Mill Elementary School, VA Bunsold Middle School, OH

Rosa Parks Elementary School, CA Rachel Carson Middle School, VA
Washington Japanese Heritage Center, MD International Charter Academy of Georgia, GA
Great Falls Elementary School, VA Kelly Middle School, OR

Verdugo Woodlands Elementary School, CA South County Middle School, VA

Washington Japanese Language School, MD Omni International School, GA

Hayfield Secondary School, VA International School of Portland, OR
Rosemont Middle School, CA Milwaukee Doyokai Japanese Saturday School, WI

South Academy of International Languages, NC
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Then and Now

Top 15 Last Names in 17790 and 2020

SMITH
JOHNSON
WILLIAMS

BROWN
JONES
GARCIA
MILLER
RODRIGUEZ
DAVIS
MARTINEZ
HERNANDEZ
LOPEZ
GONZALEZ
WILSON
ANDERSON
o

~
Boxes indicate names that
the top 15 in both censuses
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DEE., ZFLTHRHEICOVTHEICHELLET,

<970t RADEKR:-£ERFORHE>

KETEXLZTOEREIL. BEZMT . 1986F11 A6 HLURICEEALI-I RTOREEIC
MLT BTETA)ATEENICRFEBIHIEEHR T OEHLHYET . TORITBLER
D974 —LTT . ERERFFHICERLEIRTOREEITHLTI-9Z/ERL., —EHARK
HIOBHNHYET,

TAVHOEREG. BEICEARG KXELBITHLTIONEEZERARMIKIA LIAIZE
. EETOEBNDYET, IODEHEZEMEFIIHMIL. EXENAR LB SIFR MR
LB 1EROELLMNEWLVEETTY,

—REEEICRZS1-974—LOEETI A, EHICR TKEK50%DI-9ZGEALHIDIS—
BHIEEDONTVEY . BAAZEONEANEZEIERICESTITEIEZEDLMEZD
FTVEHETY PIAL REEZF >TVWIAEZEIB B LEE SR> TV AEAERZESRIE
FODEADLEAVCEFEDEEDLEANESTEFT . KEBEEIEZR. 9ZEHIHMES
MNMIFEWRREINFZEBICEH>TERRBYFT . MEWL- T 7AVDEEZF - TOENEITHL
T -9ZRATIEDICHEDEFEERTDIIGIEET HEEMNITALEAGTSINTLEL.
SIEDRREGYET,

BREDERICE ST FODRALERFEDARNT VT AL EL>TEET, £/, 1-97
A—LLEHMICEHFINFTIOT, 9ELEL BICERFTOMBEHEFLLETEBZYEE A
RADIOIZEAT HERERIL. LTOBREVITFAMNIFELLBYFETDTISE S,

1 AXICEMTOSERIZ. MERRDIDTYT . TORDERELGE IRBLTEYEE A, F-. AXDAE
FEAMGERERCEALTENGTENARETHEDTREHYFEE A,
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- ERFEFMRT=a7/lhttp://www.uscis.gov/sites/default/files/USCIS/Verification/E-Verify/
E-Verify Native Documents/E-Verify Manuals and  Guides/M-274-Handbook-for-
Employers.pdf

e USCIS I-9 Central http://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central
. TASIENOMHHA hitp://www.uscis.gov/i-9-central/penalties

<I-9DEEIZDOLT>

EENSEMLTWAOMN -9ONERTT,I-ONEEIF. EREN-97+—LDIRNEEESFLTLY
OMERER T HI=OIZICENTE EICHRLTITOEMY T, EEMN L . BRIEIHYRILZEERTD
ICECEFHBIRS)EDFEREFLENS, EEBMEZITEIEEDHMNEELTIET,

OEEFHEDTN :

I-FONEEE (XICEE/-IIDHS (AL R L RIESE) Mo DIEEE BN (Notice of Inspections (NOD)
[CKURRESNET . EEEMIL. BEETERLHIILIHYETH. ICEOBRFE BB ZEIARL
EREIZFELTDEEELHYET IOEEBHMICIE. 197+—LPIR 5. HEBVXNE
EHOEIGEDBEEEHZIRETHLIKROON DN —HEIITT,

BE EBEANEZTH>THASEREIIERSIN-EZELXIALURNICIREITIHENHYFET,
L RS LTCERERANITHEZERLTELZ S ELHYETOT. EEBEMNMEZITE-ST
MoTCIZHELITHERTALIILELLD EHITHARBANIRELANWIEAHREINE T,

ICEEEEIE. 1974—LDFTL M - EfEM - EHRRIFOBEIMHLHERL. R, RIZH. B%
BEROLGWVEXEDRKIEGELRAELET,
EER. ICEREEOHRZERAIICEMLET M. COBAMICIEHRIEEM B TLELS,
UTHEEZERDEMDIEETY,
- EEEFEREH (Notice of Inspection Results)— A>T 547U AL A—EEE (I, BERAEMN
OB EDNEHICTERICEINL TSI LEERTEITY,

« SEHLLVEFEIZREIT @40 (Notice of Suspect Documents)— R EEMNRHL-ZEARA
DEDTHWD, FEIEFRELBLDTHLEHSINFHIELIZIGEICKITINET,
o REISNFEENERZHELGES REIEOCHEFEENELLAREELHYET,
o MEEBICIF.IRETHAILEALGE. AN FHAIAZEZIRETAHENER
bNET,
o F—BuE%0 (Notice of Discrepancies) 2SN TzI-974+—LPEHETIE. KEEDMFE
KBEFIB CTELRLMERICHKITINET,
o BRERFIOBHNZHERITEL, BMOIHAESHEFIRH I IHEEZIRHLETNIE
BYEE A,
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s BEXMFELEFHEEZLOTRHEIZEEI 5820 (Notice of Technical or Procedural Failures)—
974 — LB EIRAPFERE LORELAH IS EICRITINET,

o ERAEICIFI0OEXEBLURNIZETET AHENEZIONET N, RMeFBELEWNEEER
897%5;%51# 38 )X (substantive violations) ZJLL-E RGN, SiBIORRIZHEYET,

« Z&EXN(Warning Notice)— BEED#ER . EE %58 X (substantive violations) " FE&H 5
N3O0, JERMEESETDRAADHLHEHEINI-SEICRITINET, B, ZE
BHEZIT-0XE. 65 AR LURICBEEREZITHAREENHYET,

« SiE@%0 (NIF: Notice of Intent to Fine) — 2 & #7332  (substantive violations) A% 5155 .
ERAWEI-ORBEETIELGM -5 E. FEFBELREICER. F-XERZHGEL-5
BREIZRITINET, SISBMNEZZT-EREIEINIFARTIN-EE. EREESI€%
XS, FNER BT S, £-IEX30BHURIZITEBCEHIEIC KA BEERNHDEHENTEET,

LI-9OBEERDIELEELSEI>
-ODERBIMALENDRELHIIGEILEEEREGYETH. TOABRIEIKREL2DIZHES
n. ZhiZk->TRERELRYFET,

o X - FHiE L DA (Technical or Procedural Failures) : st 5 &R DB EICEERHS
BB RHEIRATYT , BN OIEREZZT-%& . 10EEXBURNIZBETNILESE
#[E#ETESMEIENF (Cure Period) INEZLNZET,

« EHMER (Substantive Violations) : FAFEHRDHER TOLREFHEIEXRTERT
T cNICIIBEDHEEIEZONT . BRRSN-BATAEICSI£ORNRELYET B
. SR F1EHT=Y288FILMN 52,861 ILIZCERESNTLVET,

SEBAICERINEFHLOVAAMRSIAUTEH CRETIRAMTHE I EAGENERD ZLH
SIEDFEETHIEREMEBRIELBYELT, T, HLLV A TOR LW HELEMESNTOET,
EEMERICEEFEN-TS—IEE DF

NETIMHEKX A ] (Technical or Procedural Failures) =218 RMN3A 16 A LIEIEE /)
i % | (Substantive Violations) DO 4B L (T ELEST-HDIZIZFLL T OHINZFEIFEAFET,

1) 11974 —L, #5231 DIT5—
s EBDEFAHDEARN
s REEDEALABE~DBHMFREARN
o KEFEEZFEO>HEEDHEAZERES (A-Number) DEREA
s FEERODEMBDEARN
o 940 /RAR—FBEEDEARN
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2) 1994 —L, O3 20 IT5—
s EFAFRKREBOAT-EBODEARN
- EMARAA (Hire Date) it AN
- ERXNELBHFDOEARN

3) Dtk

o BIEREB-1EREBEDIEFROELDEEARN
o JIIMJAUNTDARAUEBERDEA

MR I EALBENETS—DHEHE
—7 . 10BREOEBEEFHEARBDHON TSI —ICELUTDLOMNEMSNTHNET,

1) 1974 —L, £5231DIS—
« |B%4 (Other last names used) MEEARN
s KEBDEFMDEEARN
o Y= )LtF2) T —BES HEREES) DIRE (E-VerifyF| AIFED A )

2) 1994 —L, o320 IT5—
s BEFODATPEFRDEARN

3) Tt

« ER—TLEANDREXERLDEHREN

« REARBEICRIFRDI-OT7+—LZFERALGEN -GS
ZDMDIFER . FEELIN

BICSEDFHLOVAMFIAUTIE, CHETYRVEIRRMRELTEENBALTEOVTS
AT AREKNBRALGLGDERLHLIDTIENBETT,

1) EHOIE—DRE  NETIE. 97+ —LIZRBRDEARNAH>TEH. /ARAKR—FEDO
E—ZRELTONIEX, BOLEERTHETIHAMFHIELTHRDODNTOELE, LAOLE
IW—ILTIE, F2EZAE—ZREL TV TH, TA—LEICELLEEH SN TUVVETAIETRER
TERIERGSN, BIEIENHELNET,

2) JE—FCEEDOERELTHHEEDHA:2023F LV EAShETHBEFICILEHDY
E—MEREZHRATLHEE. U3 20 E—MERADFVIRVIADEARN. UE
— M ERF ARIZE-Verify[CS ML TWVEWMER & TIREMERIELBYET,
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EEMEREGST-HEDEA

B2, BRI EFBEZEAL O BN BE 0. 9D R EAREL IS H
oI FEFBEERATHRELBELREE, LTOSAEZ A EENHYET,

° L/f&EHq/EEbo)q:ltﬁ jé'_x”ﬁ'%)
o EAMBAFHE. FIEMNBFHEALOZNLAHLIERE L. BHNERSLUVELEDATEEM,
- REDE. BEELGGEEAREBFRELZ(THAREELHD,

LA, FTEEARAEDIEDEEELGYET  ER—HHLYICTENEELONE=H, T<IC
RELGEITHYIREEA,?

o I9EHEA R 14H=YERK2,861K/L
s FETMFEDER:
o #IL:1EHI-YRKS5,724F )L
o BIL:&xK14,308K)L
o 3EELL:&ZK28,619K/L

LI9OBBEAVTSATUADRELNBHE>

IONEEZZTHEEDRIIIEMLRFEEFEINFTS . SERIDOHLWFAREIZEY, Ch
FTIREEETFHARMNROON TN EMTELEAIANEEDEREALGSN, SIEVFEET S
CENLREDIIDEERD VAT LOREEEDHEAGEZRET NENRHTILELAHST
L&de T FODAREEZTOGE FHANDFELELIREL. BFDIZANHLHERE
L5 &(F, BNEITEEL. ZDRHEZRFLTHEENEETY , HLOICEIZLSEENASHIIC
LEBERKX IV TSAT7 o ADBERRTET HAHLEGY  SIE DRI OGNS RSN HY
T F - OERDSAICEISFERDOENNHYET  CORNARI—LTHDIEIRZEEIEL
1BTY, EoNKABERZLTL. SADOBEZLLEVMGS (T BN RILEEAL. AH—
ICEQEEMNAST-IGE &, ERITAZREMICLTLSEHIMSNAD T, FENBLETY,

2 https://www.federalreqister.gov/documents/2025/01/02/2024-31204/civil-monetary-penalty-adjustments-for-
inflation

® 6 ¢ 6 6 6 o o o o o
A TOI4—IL:

7)"J73$§E3§$Fﬁl%:‘:L,’Cﬁ"ﬂo&d)%"%ﬁ’é?#?dﬂ%:t N—=2R&Y—VN— R BB EE R TR
L.lshida Immigration Law PLLCZE&3I , FAUHTCEDRRZFECHREEZESUHKRAWENBAADIS
ATUMIBLBRED Y —ERFRHELTNS, =2a—F—IM. TR D.CICTHELTEREF DK
EREREFETHSAILAMRE. BEILEHE. CHHREFZHF LD ALcontact@ishidaimmigration.com
H(202) 656-8778F T EE T LY,
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SADEERN

[ TAOX—IfNAF ]
A — X350k

Ry 7Y IT—Y g RREF

EHFTUTVICKTREY, REVTF—FR N—N—F
RETHEAOBADES, HEHEELT. BAE/TAD
F—HBRERIHY LT IR - BIENBIEOHR
THE RADICAL SCIENCE T'Iﬁjé%wfb‘éi‘ﬁﬁ’,—?—uﬁ@i%f:o

OF FLEXIBLE THINKING

AEFBUGHESEMOEMF LD RVEEMREZEHEH
L. RAEREOEMGHEEERD, — O ARITEELL:
kkil | BENG—VEELSEIRMEMEYHL TV ILEER LA
VIl -LTun3,

ABDRIEAER., —EDTLUTICEBLTWS, TNl
ARG RBEAND—ERZONICERT S, ELTE
TEIOWSNIMILILTIEHFICENT, BEEDDGHNY
EONCERITINENIRT,

ATAOF— (LI BEZRMHL ., FEEEZPRINEVFY
T ELTHBENTATOTATADREZL 0T . AR
MNlIE>FYLTLNIE, HETITHFO IS, L LI TA4AOx

IHv‘“?J'Et’F‘TE"J‘IjW%%‘J_‘ —(2IFRELHS BRGHRE REMNGERX FEREEL
JA— X3 AR (RIIF5U4) T.E—HzZRO, BREINET SN THD, A THOF—H

-bDIDZEIRADE, ENIEFBDEZS . 1TE). thEL
DEAOYAZREMICEZ, BZELBICHEETIES,

EFBIIA-BDESOTHERYILTIENT-AD_XLZHASHIZL, FAT-EDBUEMILS
FREAGZLDTIELGL CLATA DD DBEITHYAFEFN TS EERT D, WL DAL
Rl BB ZRHT . A TAOX—2FOALAHEEERICERBLTEEEZ /42— %
BZAHEITHEFTHIEERLTLND,

20154, ISISIZEMMTUUTITT2=EVWAF RN LD 2 —RER T, &35
LHRBRRPEFREFBA. A TAOX—(CERATEINEKRERF -, ABOEHIL. 5K H’J?&«r—r
AOXF—~DEBIZE>TIRAMIZEBLIZDEAIN? GFIZH->TLWAEDORDEEE, B
HICHENGHZ TLTOWSEOKOBETELS,
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BRETV - K007 —F. HoWDEEOME . M. EODER. HFE. BCEHICESH
SEDH—MUIAHLEBREL TS, BLH(TAOX—KHICHBEL T, 1 TAOF—HEFID
AN=ZXLIFIFIFZRCGEDT,

ATHAOXF—MLBROBEESFERE, ANEESCEEMRICORED T T, A-b0DRK
LFIGRBEOEBMYRIGIZEN S, MG A TAOX—DREKRE EBUAMGLOETTIEE
W ZORBRIEHFFHITHY ., BANTHY ., RFEHNLGLDTHS. TELTRILFRGEEZH
DARIE, MEEESEEA NG REA D BELGAZLERODIARTH D,

EHERRED, A TA0F—HGRERK(EBALWVIEB N, FRIT DML, HEBLE
BELIIL—LEBRIESE., ENICEI - THLEMEBEZRHT 2. BREEBEEIT. HOoWPBHIK
BOZ17 RZRBOBICE, ABGOEVABETHS.

HoPHBHERICHRY LT VORI - ERHEENEET S —AT. HEDATAHOF—~
EEANEBRYITLHRAIRMEDHLHIFEILFET 5. GBNCMERZRDBIE. BIREFET 54
TAOFX—LYH, SEURODEBRICER Y 24 TAOX—(RFICEANS A REMEA H D, REH-
FBAMEHERBICHMLATAOF -, HoPLBERNGHBAZEES 54 T40+F
—HIEFEGZDFAOHEFHIBEZAL TS,

—EDARIZEST, FERISIER R TIIGLEETH D, BIEERICITHEY B ERM AN A
RIZEZBZBN TSN, LMALEESZESERIE, ESOMP LR T7 o REERLADL
1. BESZ RSB T AT, FREZRATHICAD A REGEOL, TLATFIEHCEND
ERNMAHTWS,

EZHMEDORMEBEICNDARE ., BIEHEDORIN, LT DA DFRESEARLTIVD, 5L
EEEEIL, Bt DDERESE DT M ERALEIET D,

R, 247 AaX—MRARI—ELSDIFTIELZL, FAIZEMEEYEHEEDOEEDME
AHEHELEDT:,

—EDENFMhE LY BHETHGEREICHRY ST UV, A2 ENKYRRITESLSIBZHD
CEIFTEE EEIIHEERMIC. BBEATAOX—ICEELTHODERVIREZRDOAEEE
MLTWS, HELABERTHNIEHSIFE. BADEFEERRIIIVEEICLD, SMZHSEEN
NELHRMMEERILT DT TIEGELMST,

(NEW LEADER 2026528 &M bEn#)
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English Rescue by Jennifer:
[Language and Culture |

4

DIZTJ7—RIYY

Hot Topics — America’s 250th Anniversary and National Parks

The 250th anniversary of the United States in 2026 offers an opportunity to reflect on the
nation’s history, ideals, and shared heritage. The National Park Service plays an important role
in preserving the landscapes, historic sites, and monuments connected to America’s founding
and development—from Revolutionary War battlefields to civil rights landmarks. During this
anniversary year, national parks provide meaningful places for Americans and international
visitors alike to learn about the country’s past while recognizing the importance of protecting
these sites for future generations.

In this series, we are highlighting national parks that commemorate important chapters
of American history. So far, we have explored Yellowstone National Park (Wyoming),
Independence National Historical Park (Philadelphia), Great Smoky Mountains National
Park—home of the Cherokee people and Appalachian Mountains and culture—and Saguaro
National Park (outside of Tucson, Arizona).

Biscayne National Park is an important part of American history and identity because it
protects both natural beauty and cultural heritage. The park contains coral reefs, mangrove
forests, and historic shipwrecks that tell the story of exploration, trade, and life in South Florida.
It also preserves evidence of Indigenous peoples and the many cultures that shaped the region.

Biscayne National Park was formed over thousands
of years as coral reefs grew in the warm waters off
South Florida and mangrove forests developed along
the coastline. Rising and falling sea levels shaped the
islands and shallow bays that make up the park today.
Biscayne National Park reflects the American value
of protecting unique environments and preserving the
history of the United States for future generations.

The parkis considered vulnerable to several environmental threats, especially climate change.
Rising sea levels, warming ocean temperatures, coral bleaching, pollution, stronger hurricanes,
and ocean acidification are damaging the park’s coral reefs and marine ecosystems. Scientists
are especially concerned about the park’s coral reefs because heat stress and disease have
caused major coral decline across South Florida and the Florida Keys. Conservation groups
and park scientists are working on coral restoration projects to help protect the ecosystem.
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Biscayne National Park has a long Indigenous
history connected to the Tequesta people, who
lived in South Florida for thousands of years before
Europeans arrived. The waters and islands of the
park were important for fishing, trade, and travel.
Today, the region is also connected to the history and
culture of the Seminole and Miccosukee peoples.
Archaeologists have discovered tools, shells, and
other artifacts that show how Indigenous communities lived closely with the environment and
helped shape the history of South Florida.

Traveling to Biscayne National Park from Washington, D.C. is easiest by flying to Miami
International Airport and then driving about 35 miles south to the park near Homestead, Florida.
Visitors can also drive or take a train to Miami, although these options take much longer. Most
people begin their visit at the Dante Fascell Visitor Center, where they can learn about the
park and join boat, snorkeling, or kayaking tours to explore the beautiful waters, coral reefs,
and islands.

» https://www.nps.gov/bisc/index.htm

» https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-environment/2025/04/23/coral-reef-bleaching-
record-heat-stress/?utm_source=chatgpt.com

» https://www.bbc.com/travel/article/20231128-miamis-little-known-indigenous-history

~ Jennifer Swanson 7A74— )L~

ARICT7TEEERIC. SREEBLREMORELHFL. BRARETHE-RBREEH,
L. BREEKEXRZHEEN. BARGRHEM. ERAARANCEEL VA OM, KEAIZH
KELH AL, BRTOSESFLGRRZEIC, “BHT—<T [EILHTDHOTOEFLTR
b ELKER"(EFEENE  Jennifer Swanson/MEFR B E)NEHAR. ZHEASDELL
RELYAVERELTVET,

jenniferswanson.org
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